
Interesting facts about air transport

Source: © AERTEC Solutions SL. The contents of this document are intellectual property of AERTEC Solutions SL. Any copy or diffusion is allowed as long as the entire document is used, with the AERTEC Solutions SL logo being included at all times.

D
ow

n
lo

ad
 &

 S
h

ar
e!

ae
rt

ec
so

lu
ti

on
s.

co
m

There are some truly surprising facts and situations  
among the millions of passengers who fly every day.

Footpaths and butterflies
Passengers can walk along a nature 
footpath with waterfalls and ponds  
as well as visit a garden housing 
more than 1,000 butterflies at  
Changi Airport (SIN) in Singapore.

Winter clothing  
stored away
There is a winter clothing storage 
area in Terminal 5 at JFK Airport in 
New York. If you are travelling to a 
warm country, you can leave your 
winter clothing there and pick it  
up when you return.

Pilgrimage
King Abdulaziz Airport (JED) in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia is prepared 
to handle 80,000 passengers at the 
same time, which happens during 
the annual pilgrimage to Mecca.

A golf course
There is an 18-hole golf course 
(Kantarat Golf Course) between the 
two runways of Don Mueang Airport 
(DMK) in Bangkok, Thailand.

Animal therapy
The airports in San Francisco and 
Miami have dog therapy programmes, 
where animals visit passengers to 
reduce their stress and improve their 
well-being.

The shortest
A 2 minutes flight connects Westray 
(WRY) and Papa Westray (PPW) 
airports on the islands bearing the 
same name located in Scotland.

The longest
Singapore Airlines is the leader in 
long-haul flights with flight SQ22 
between Singapore and New York, 
taking almost 19 h and 15,347 km.

How many airplanes 
fly everyday?
Every day, between 100,000 
and 130,000 flights are recorded, 
depending both on the time of year 
and the weather conditions.

For superstitious people
The numbers 13, 17 and 666,
which are considered unlucky,  
are usually avoided for aircraft seats 
and boarding gates.

Fly to hell (figuratively 
speaking, of course):
Flight AY666 to Helsinki (HEL) can 
be taken from Copenhagen. Even 
better if you take it on Friday 13th.

The highest
Located at a height of 4,411 m, 
Daocheng Airport (DCY) in Garzi,  
a Tibetan county in the province  
of Sichuan, China.

The highest in a capital city
El Alto Airport (LPB) in La Paz  
(Bolivia) located at 4,061 m.

The lowest
Schiphol Airport (AMS) in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands  
is three metres below sea level.

The busiest
Hartsfield-Jackson Airport (ATL) in 
Atlanta (USA), which handles 108 M 
Pax and 800,000 operations a year. 

The shortest runway
Is at Juancho E. Yrausquin Airport 
(SAP) on the island of Saba, which 
measures only 396 m long.

The longest runway
The longest runway in the world  
is 5,500 metres long and is located 
at Qamdo Bamda Airport 
(BPX) in Tibet, China.

The largest floating airport
Is Kansai Airport (KIX) in Osaka, 
Japan, which is located on  
an artificial island measuring  
4 km long and 1 km wide.

Crossed by a highway
Gibraltar Airport (GIB) is crossed by 
the main access highway between 
Gibraltar and Spain. When an 
aeroplane lands or takes off a barrier 
is lowered to stop the traffic.

Crossed by a railway line
At Gisborne Airport (GIS) in New 
Zealand, trains and aircraft coexist.

The largest
The largest airport is King Fahd 
Airport (DMM) in Dammam, Saudi 
Arabia, which measures 775 km2 

(larger than neighbouring Bahrein)

The most isolated 
Mataveri International Airport (IPC) 
on Easter Island in Chile is located 
2,603 km from the nearest airport, 
though the best alternative for 
airlines is Santiago de Chile Airport 
(SCL) at a distance of 3,759 km. 

The most southerly airport
Ushuaia Airport which is located at 
54° 51' South is the most southerly 
(excluding Antarctica's aerodromes).

The most northerly airport
Longyearbyen Airport (LYR)  
in Svalbard, Norway: 78° 15' North.

Batman's airport
Located in the city of Batman (BAT),  
which is in south-eastern Turkey.

Unpronounceable name
Kangiqsualujjuaq Airport (XGR) is 
difficult even for locals to pronounce. 
It is located in the town of the same 
name in Quebec, Canada.

A suggestive name
Bella Bella Airport (ZEL) is also  
in Canada on Campbell Island,  
British Columbia.

A compromising name
Mafia Airport (MFA) is not in Chicago, 
New York or Sicily, but rather in 
Kilindoni, Tanzania.

The highest control tower
The tower at King Abdul Aziz 
International Airport (JED) in  
Saudi Arabia is the tallest at 136 m.

The most photogenic
Princess Juliana Airport (SXM) on 
the island of Saint Martin in the 
Netherlands Antilles, where fanatical 
plane spotters go just to take photos 
of aeroplanes landing a few metres 
above the beach.

1979 / Qantas 
was the first 
airline to offer 
Business Class 
on its 747 fleet.
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Recovered luggage
Most of the luggage lost  
at airports around the world  
is located and recovered  
within 42 hours.

See what's next. 

Follow us now!
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